
Supportive Housing 
for Families 
Operating Funding 
(HF 3318 / SF 3218) 
 

Problem 
 
We urgently need to create long-term housing for families experiencing homelessness. 
Supportive housing for families is the most cost-effective and dignified long term solution to 
family homelessness.  
 
There is a gap in public operating funding for supportive housing for families. This gap in 
funding makes it difficult for non-profit developers and service providers to make supportive 
housing for families feasible.   
 
Despite these challenges, Beacon is developing three family supportive housing buildings 
(Hopkins, Minneapolis, and Shakopee) to meet the urgent need.  
 

Background 
 
Supportive Housing 
Supportive housing is housing with services located in the building. It is the most dignified and 
effective way to give families the support they need to achieve stability in their lives. Supportive 
housing is the most cost-effective long-term solution to homelessness. According to Wilder 
Research in 2014, supportive housing provides a return of investment of $1.44 for every public 
dollar invested. 
 
The Metro Demo 
In 1995 the legislature created the “Metro Demo” project inside Housing Support, a Department 
of Human Services Disability Program. The Metro Demo can provide rent and services support 
that can adequately provide for families. The demo is capped at 226 units for Anoka, Dakota, 
Hennepin, and Ramsey counties. The demo provides a proven model for how Housing Support 
can work for families.  
 

Solution 
 
To meet the urgent need for supportive housing for families, Minnesota should expand the 
metro demo by 150 units and add Carver, Scott, and Washington counties to the program. 
Expanding the metro demo program would create immediate operating funding for new family 
supportive housing.  
 
 
For more information, contact Beacon’s director of public policy, Ben Helvick Anderson: 612.760.3129  
bhelvickanderson@beaconinterfaith.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative 

Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative is a collaborative of over 100 congregations united in building homes, 
sheltering families and transforming public policy so that all people have a home. 

www.beaconinterfaith.org

mailto:bhelvickanderson@beaconinterfaith.org
http://www.beaconinterfaith.org/


Supportive Housing

•Supportive housing is housing with 
services located in the building. 

•It is the most dignified and effective 
way to give families the support they 
need to achieve stability in their lives. 

•According to Wilder Research, in 
2014, for every public dollar invested 
in supportive housing, there is a $1.44 
return on investment.

Housing Support (DHS)

•Provides rent and service dollars to 
people with disabilites and homeless 
individuals.

•Costs $159 million from the state 
budget in FY 2019 and serves 20,500 
monthly.

•Funds operating dollars for 
supportive housing but only works for 
individuals. 

Metro Demo 

•Created in 1995 inside Housing 
Support for Anoka, Dakota, Hennepin 
and Ramsey counties. 

•It provides rent rates that work for 
families.

• Simpson Housing has utilized the 
demo for families with great success.

•Capped at 226 units. 

Beacon Family Supportive Housing Proposal: Explanations 
 
Problem:  

• We need long-term housing for families experiencing homelessness.  

• There are not enough units of supportive housing for families to meet the need because of too little public funding.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Supportive 
Housing 

For  
Families 

Solution: 
To meet the urgent need for supportive housing for families Minnesota should expand the metro demo by 150 units and 
add Carver, Scott, and Washington counties to the program. Expanding the metro demo program would create 
immediate operating funding for new supportive housing for families.  
 


