
In Minnesota we believe in taking care of all of our neighbors. Families, in whatever form they 
take, are a bedrock of our communities and create safe nurturing places to raise our children. 
 
The pandemic and economic crisis are disproportionately hurting families, many of whom were 
already paying too much of their income toward home. Analysis of the U.S. Pulse Survey results 
show that Minnesota renters with children are almost three times as likely to have not paid last 
month’s rent as renters without children. 

One in five renter families are in jeopardy of eviction without significant housing assistance.  

Minnesota’s growing eviction crisis, staved off by a current eviction moratorium, is a crisis for our 
children. Housing instability hurts child development, educational outcomes, and food security.

We need dramatic action to save our children. We need Bring It Home, MN, a rent subsidy 
program that would provide housing stability for all low-income Minnesota families.   

RENTERS CRISIS 
AND FAMILIES

Source: The U.S. Census Pulse Survey started collecting weekly survey data across the country to map the experiences of Americans during the pandemic regarding 
health, economics, and housing. While not the perfect tool, the survey results provide a good model to track total changes over time and impacts to certain populations.
*According to the 2018 American Community Survey. Extremely low income family is a family making at or below 30% median family income for MN ($26,712) and paying 
too much of their income toward rent is paying over 30% of their income towards housing.
**For the question of “how confident are you about paying next month’s rent?” the U.S. Census survey allowed the responses slight/moderate/high confidence, and payment is/will be deferred. We categorize those responses 

into two groups and define households as “low confidence” about upcoming payments if they reported no or slight confidence or if they anticipated deferring, or had already deferred, next month’s payment.

CRISIS BEFORE THE PANDEMIC
In Minnesota, before the pandemic, 82.6% of extremely low income families payed too much of 
their incomes to rent. That was 36,424 families.* 


